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What’s Happening at Kirk Session? 

May 2019 
 
 
This week’s Session meeting – the last before the summer – started with a tribute to 
our former associate minister, the Rev Johnny Paton. We continue to pray for Cathy 
and Andrew, and for Johnny’s congregations, colleagues and many friends.  
 
District Visitors 
Session agreed a few months ago to pilot the appointment of ‘district visitors’: members 
who are not elders but who would be appointed to undertake the district visiting that has 
been carried out only by elders up to this point. The pilot has taken place in one elder’s 
district and has been well received.  
 
Session has now agreed the creation of the district visitor role. District visitors will be 
introduced as and when elders retire from visiting, or where additional help is needed. 
They will be appointed for up to 5 years at a time. Appointments will be approved by 
Session, induction training will be provided, and visitors will be commissioned during 
public worship. We hope that the first group of visitors will be commissioned on Sunday 
22nd September.  
 
The Church of Scotland’s General Assembly 2019, which starts this weekend, will be 
debating a radical plan to re-shape the church. That plan includes proposals for 
significant changes in who does what in our churches, so there may well be much more 
change of this sort in years to come. 
 
Children and Young People 
As a follow-up to last month’s report from the Education Team, Trish Archibald reported 
on her work. Trish leads Sunday Club, YF, Seedlings and Messy Church. But she has 
also developed a great working relationship with Low Port and Springfield primary 
schools. As part of that, she helps to run a weekly Scripture Union group in each school. 
Her report also included the ‘Christmas Unwrapped’ and ‘Cracking Easter’ events, led 
jointly with St John’s Church, which brought hundreds of primary school children and 
their teachers to the Kirk Hall.  
 
Looking forward, Trish and our young people are setting up the Kirkgate Room as a 
prayer space for the 1st week of June, as part of the global ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer 
movement. Have a look at www.thykingdomcome.global and get involved! 
 
Trish is very keen to have more volunteer support from within the congregation. There 
are lots of different roles to volunteer for. We all want to see more young people in 
church: let’s support our wonderful youth and family outreach worker to help make that 
happen. Please contact Trish to discuss what input you can offer.  
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2030: Our Story 
What might our church be like in 2030: older, greyer and fewer in numbers? Or growing 
in faith and energy, engaging with those around us in new and exciting ways? In the  
autumn we will start working with Rev Russell McLarty to think about ‘2030: Our Story’. 
Russell’s workshops will be full of fun and imagination, and we hope to have up to 300 
young people, elders and other church folk involved! The workshops will lead to the 
creation of 8 characters from the future who will help us to hear the ‘good gossip’ about 
what St Michael’s could be, and that will then take us to seeing the big issues we want 
to work on. More details will follow in September.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Alan D Miller 
Session Clerk 

 


